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DEAR ABBY /AsGAIL VAN BUREN

Prayer for a
First-Born

EAR ABBY: What are your views on
adopted children one day  being
able to meet their birth parents?

Nineteen years ago my parents
forced me to give up a baby girl for
adoption because 1 was 16, unmarried
and pregnant. I was very bitter at the
time because 1 wanted to keep my
daughter, but I realize that my parents
did what they thought was best for me.

I am now a happily married mother
of three, but my nightly prayer is to
meet my first-born child. I have no de-
sire to “surprise” her with a telephone
call or an unexpected visit. 1 want to
meet her only if she wants to meet me.

I heard that there is a national orga-
nization with whom birth parents and
adopted children may register, and if all
parties are agreeable to meeting, they
may do so.

] am not a wealthy person, Abby,
but 1 would gladly pay a fee. Thanks for
any help you can give me.

MY NIGHTLY PRAYER

DEAR PRAYER: There is such an
organization. It is: International Soun-
dex Reunion Registry, P.0. Box 2312,
Carson City, Nev. 89702,

1 have checked the organization
out and have found it to be a legiti-
mate, non-profit corporation that pro-
vides this charitable, humanitarian
service gratis. Contributions are wel-
come in order to keep the operation
going, but no fee is charged for ser-
vices.

. For a registration form, write to
the above address, and please enclose
a long, stamped, self-addressed enve-
lope. Good luck and God bless.
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