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ADOPTEE 

THE ADOPTEE WHAT ARE THE LEGAL 
EFFECTS OF ADOPTION UPON YOU AS 
AN INDIVIDUAL 

To understand the search you are about 
to undertake, a brief review of Adoption 
Laws in general is needed. 

An adoption is a judicial proceeding 
necessitatinq a judge of a competent court 
in a required jurisdiction. Termination of the 
riqhts and duties between the child and its 
natural parents, by tfw substitution of an 
equivalent legill status between the child 
and its adoptive parents. 

As the laws of no two states are 
identical, it is suggested you obtain from 
your individual state, the pamphlets 
outlining pertinent statutes. See List A. 

GENERAL 

ADOPTION 

PROCEDURE 

1. Petition, signed by the persons seeking 
to adopt; settinr~ forth appropriate 
information respectin\J the child, its natural 
parents, the adoptinr~ parents. and may 
also include a request for a chanqe of the 
child's nilnw. N<ltural parents' names, 
resirlence and often arlditional information 
as to race, mliqion, and marital status. In 
most states, if a child is illf~f)itimate, it is not 
required to furnish personal data or name 
of filther. 

2. Verifir.iltion. 
3. Consents, by natural parents, or other 

leqal quardian such as aqency. 
4. Legal notice. 
5. Investigation (A written report made to 

the court, details V<Hy from Stille to state, 
by court invnstiqator). 

6. HP.<Hin(l. 
I. Court Orrler of Adoption (Interlocutory 

and Final decne>e.) 
8. Amendr~d CertificalP of Birth. 

VITAL RECORDS 
-BIRTH 

Status provide SF~crecy of leqal records in 
adoption proccedinqs. In genm31 reference 
to ildoption cmlr~s. thesr~ records Ciln not 
lw consulted by anyone, except by an order 
from thn cmrrt for which qood cause must 
be demonstratPd. 

It is rare, that the adoptee is r~ranted 

ar:cess to thn sealed records. If you are not 
awarn of the exact lilw in your state 
pertilininq to the original certificate of birth, 
it is SU\]gested that you chflck under that 
Stille's Vital Stiltistics Act. If you do hnve 
IPqal rinht of acc8ss to these records, milke 
sure you can cite the exile! sPction of the 
statute to the State Registrar. Copies of 
statutes are distributed in libraries of each 
Stil!P. 

PleasP be advised thilt the amended 
certificate of birth by adoption will contain 
thP following true facts, nPver altered. 

1 Certificate number 
2. Place of birth 
3. Dilte of birth 
4. Doctor's name 
5. Hospital (if named) 
As such, these facts will be thP basis for 

the stilrt of your seilrch. 
If you do not have a copy of the 

amended certi!icilte (after adoption) or if 
you ilre legally entitled to your originill 
cPrtificate: Apply to Stille Registrar, State 
Boilrd of Health at (y01rr State of Birth) 
State Cilpital, in person, or by written 
requPst. 

Ask for a "photostatic copy of certificatP 
of birth," and enclose the required fee, 
usually 3 dollars, with a check or money 
order. 

A complete list of all "State, Territorial 
and RP-gional Health Authorities" can be 
obtained from: The Superintendent of 
Docunlf'nts, U.S. Printing Office, Washing­
ton, D. C 20402. Ask for Department of 
Health, Educaton and Welfare Publication 
Number tHSM) 72-10. 

Do not overlook the fact, if you locate 
your natural parents' identity, that their 
cprtificiltes of birth cotrld providP you with 
vital back(lround on your parents' next of 
kin. 
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If yuu were born in New York City, the 
rlLHnber on your certificate of birth after 
adoptron, or on the certificate (short form) 
could provide a clue to locute your identity 
at birth. Go to: New York Public Lrbrmy. 238 
Wrlliarn Street. New York, N.Y. (Munrcrpal 
Archrves & Records Retention Center). Ask 
for the Register of New York Crty Records 
by tlw year of your b11 th Brrth data wrll be 
shown Js follows: NJrne; sex; dute of birth 
by month. day, year; rnitral of borouuh; 
Certrfir:<Jte number. Remember, you have 
to matcl1 exact certrficilte nur11ber to know 
your name ill brrth. 

We have been advised that no 
photocopies are allowed of these records, 
so copy everything exilctlyl. 

If all else tarts, you still have the rrght to 
petition the court of jurrsdrction show1ng 
"uood cause" in writrng, or by an attorney. 
Aqarn it depends on indrv1dual state 
StdtUleS. 

Subrnrl copies of all vrtal records you 
have, ar1d state clearly that this is a 
"Petitiun showing good cause." List 
Sllllply, your needs, including the fact of 
yow rwed "for a slate-of-well belllg." Srg11 
your present name, adoptive rcJentity, nt-:e 

(born) your name at birth (if known). Sign 
111 front of a notary, who will affrrrn your 
sig11ature a11d the date. Be able; to JHOV!de 
the; notary, proof of your identrty. 

If dt all possrblf~. asceltalll the name of 
the Prt~srdln\J Judge of Surrogate and mail 
the Petrtron directly to h11n, regrster a11d 
nequest a return receipt. 

To locate the pror.>er court of Jllllsdiction 
seu List B. 

Concernlfi\J l::lrrtl1 Ct:rtlfrc<:Jtes in dCcor­
danct: wrth: Suction 16 and 17, of the 
Model State Vrtal Statistics Act 1959 
Rcvisron ( Prrce not available at tl11s time). 
Request from: S1rperrntendent of Docu 
rnents, Unrted States Government Prrnting 
Office, Washington, D.C. For B1rth and 
Death Records of United States Citizens 
who were born or died outside of the 
United States and for Birth Certificates of 
United States -"for alien children adopted 
by United States Citizens." Request: Public 
Health Service Publication HE20.0 --fee: 
3 5¢ from: Superintendent of Documents 
i:Jt the above address. 
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IRREVOCABILITY & 
CONTRADICTION of 
ADOPTION ACT 

In concept, each adoption is irrevocable. 
In actual practice, all but nrneteen states 
make rt legally possible for adoptions to be 
revoked. Twenty states, allow annullrnent 
of adoption, only on a legal defect in the 
adoption procedure. 

The only person who can challenge the 
valrdity of an adoption in the rnajorrty of 
states, rs the natural parent within a set 
specific tirne. Consult adoption laws rn the 
state involved. One or two years, extreme 
limrt being noted. 

Nine states offer the adoptive parents the 
option for an annullrnent on physrcal, 
mental and moral defects of the adoptee 

West Vrrgrnia and Vermont statutes carry 
a r.>rovision wluch allows an adoptee withrn 
one year after his Twenty First Birthday to 
file a "Drssent To Hrs Adoption," upon 
whrch, the decree of adoption rs vacated. 

New York pernuts adoptions to be set 
aside, "by mutual consent of both partres; 
by or on, tl1e behalf of the; cldoptee; by the 
adoptive parent becduse of desertiOII by 
such cl1rld; or mrsderlltednor or rll behavror 
of chrld." 

Wyon11nu statutes have a provrs1on 
concernrng a chrld abandoned, and placed 
for adoption, "may be reclarmed by rts 
natural parents by reimbursrng the county 
for the support of the child durin~J 
abandonment dnd by postrnu a bond dS 
future gu<Hdntee. and the pdylllg of 
reasonable compensation." 

NOTE Upon rece1pt ol a certified copy ut a 
court ordler of diiiiUIIrnent of adoptro11, the 
State Ru(Jrstrar restores the Orlfllnal 
Certrf1cate of B11th to its orig1nal place rn 
the frle~. 

For "Lt,SJISiatrve Gurdes for the Terrnina­
tron of Pan:11tal Hr~Jhts and Respons1tlrlilles 
And the Adoption of Children," ask for 
Unrted States Dept. of Health, Education & 
Welfare Publrcatron It 394 1961 ( Chil 
dren's l::lureau) no fele. InqUire 
Surwr.ntemlt~nt of Documents, at 
aforellltell trUiwd add1 es;;_ 

from 
the 



INHERITANCE and 
DEATH RECORDS 

For spr~cific statutes concerning rights of 
inheritance, see each stilte's le[]islation. In 
qencral, most states rule that the adoptee 
mily inherit from his ildoptive pilrents. 
Sornr~ states restrict tlw right of rnheritance 
to limitcd heirs of the body· Milrrre, Ohio, 
Vermont. <mrl West Virqinia. 

Other stiltes havinq special provisions in 
their statuws illlowinq the adoptee to 
inherit from hrs natural parents are: 
Alabama, Arkanscrs, Florirli.l, Mame, Massa­
chuscttr,s, Michir.Jcrn, Texas, Vermont, and 
West Virgrnii.l 
NOTE These states mrght accept 
inheritance as "good cause" in a petition 
for release of sei.lled files and birth records. 

In Iowa, the courts hold a child may 
inherit from its natural pilrents under 
common-law. 

f'or every deilth, official documents are 
filncl where tlw event occurs. These are 
prep;nnrl by professional attendants, 
hospital authorities, physicians, funeral 
directors, and cemeteries. These records 
are filed in State Vital Records-- City or 
Municipal Records, and often County 
sources. To secure a certified copy of a 
death certificate, write or visit the Vital 
Statistics Office where the death occurred. 
See Publica ton # 630A- 1 for individual 
addresses of State Vital Statistics offices 
and fees. 

Give the following facts, wherever 
possible: 

1. Full n<~me of deceased, sex and race. 
2. Parent's name, including Mother's 

m<Jiden nilme of tlw decci.lsed, if known. 
3. Month. day, year, of dille of death of 

deceased. 
4. Month, day, year, of birth (also place 

of birth, if known). 
5. PI<Jce of death, city, county and state. 
6. Residence of dncf!ased. 
7. Name of wife or husband, if de<~d, say 

so. 
State your reliltionship to deceased, such 

as son or dauqhter. Reason for request: 
such as inheritance; your sign<~ture, if 
ildopted or mmried, or both followed by the 
word. nee (horn) and yom oriqinal name at 
birth. 
NOTE:· If you are the illegitim<Jte issue of 
the deceased. It Is Not necessary to state 
the f<Jct. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 
RECORDS 

Selrlom will this office provide a copy of 
person<~l rlat<J or wherilbouts on <1 livinq 
person, other thiln yotHself. 

If the person of your se<Jrch is deceaserl 
and you know their Social Security 
Numher, submit a copy of the death 
certificCJte. and stilte your request for 
information. the reason for request, ancJ 
your reliltionship to the subject of se<Jrch. 

Ask for photocopies of the origin<JI 
application and ilny filed changes, or 
claims. 

If subject of seilrch WilS femille, state fwr 
mairlen name in fl1ll. 

A good nriR for establishing original date 
of application would be 16 to 18 years <~her 
date of birth. Example year of birth is 1922 

1 16 years 1938. 

Write to nearest: (see phone directory) 
Department of He<Jith, Education and 
Welfare, Social Security Administration; or 
Division of Disbursement, Treasury Depart­
ment. 

DIVORCE and 
ANNULMENT 

RECORDS 

Ask for: Where to write for Divorce 
Records. United States <Jnd Outting Are<Js, 
Revised 1970. Write to SuperintendPnt of 
Documents, at the aforementioned <Jd­
dress. Public Health Service Public<Jtion 
#630C fee 35¢ 

In the past, if the county was unknown. it 
was virtu<JIIy impossible to secure a 
certified copy of a divorce record. Now, the 
centr<~lization of divorce records in ~5 
states and three independent registr<llion 
areas make it easier. The above publication 
will provide you with e<Jch state and data in 
full. 



To secure a certified copy of the record, 
enclose check or money order to cover fee 
dnd provide the following infurmation: 

1. Full name of husband dnd wife 
(matden name, if known)_ 

2. Residence of both at time of divorce. 
3. Ages at time of divorce (or dates of 

lmth). 
4. Places of birth. 
5. Date and place of divorce action. 
6. Type of divorce action, if known. 
State your ndnte, relationship to above, 

legdl reason for request. (Keep in mind that 
most stdtes require esldblished residence 
prior to the dtvorce actron.) 

.. . . .......... 

OTHER INFO 
SOURCES: 

1. Libraries 
Libraries: Reference Department, 

Public Librdry, Main Branch Municipal 
Librdry or Reference Department, State 
Historical Society Library or Reference 
Depdr tment, County Historical Societies, 
State Librdries; County Libranes, Unrversity 
and College Libraries. 

Write ·to the Main Public Library in the 
town of your search at that time ask them 
for addresses of other sources you might 
be interested in. Keep your requests terse 
<md to the 1-JOint. Inclose reasonable fee for 
photocopy, cost of which range from 10 
cents to 25 cents per page or clipping. If a 
lurge and long estdblishedlibrdry, their files 
and sources are apt to include: 

A. Former city directories by years -sur­
name and given name "usually contain 
name of heud of household, name of 
spouse, occupution and business address, 
and resrdence. 

B. Pdst and prestml phone directories. 
Stille yedr and surname you desire. A yood 
procedure is to check every five year span. 

C. Listings and addresses on: Churches, 
Schools, Cemeteries, Hospitals, Doctors 
dnd su on. 

D. News file Persondl histories and 
d>itudries. 

2. Church records 

Church records: For informatorY on 
baptisms, cradle rolls, Bible schools, 
nursery schools, confirmations, Parish 
membership, funerals, agencies, homes. All 
these are great sources of personal dilta on 
families in general. Request certified 
statement from Custodian of Churclt 
records and Archives. 

Source of addresses on individual 
churches of various faiths can be secured 
from past city directories, telephone 
directories, public libraries. For help and 
guidance, write: 

A. Eptscopal ~To be found within 
specific parishes. 

B. Jewish Synagogues and Agencies~ 
American Jewish Archive~. Cincinnatti, 
Ohio and American Jewish Historical 
Society, New York, New York. 

C. Baptist-- American Baptist Historical 
Library, Colgate Rochester Dtvision 
School, Rochester, New York. 

D. Methodist-- Methodist Church Re­
cords, Drew- Theological Seminary, Madi­
son, New Jersey. 

E. Roman Catholic - Uor reference to) 
c/o National Genealo(lical Society, Publica­
tion #5 by Cora C. Curry, Wasltinyton, 
1935, or care of the Partsh Priest, individual 
parish. 

F. Mormon-- Church of Latter Day 
Saints - Churcl1 Office Salt Lake City, 
Utah. Note: this faith has one of the 
greatest archives known, representing 
micro filmed records of many other faiths. 
ctvic vital records, cemetery records, and 
thousands of compiled family genealogies. 
Don't overlook this source! 

3. Historical assoc. 
Municipal, County and State Historical 

associations: Good source for local records 
on churchs, out of print directories, 
cemetery records. 

4. Wills 
Wills and intestate records (Index to 

wills) --Provide full name, date of death and 
exact restdence (street number, town, 
county, state). Inquire about fee for search 
and photo copy or certified copy of will 
to: Clerk of County Court, County Court 
House. Note: most always to be found at 

__ 
4 

_county seat of residence. 



5. Zip codes 
~J<~tional Zir Code Directory will save 

you a gr8at deal of time m your 
communication efforts. Can be purchased 
at most book stores. 

6. Phone books 
Phone Directories For old directories, 

!street, criss cross, reverse, telephone and 
citv) consult library in town of search. For 
present directories, any state or locality of 
vour search, request from your local 
telerhone office's Business Representative. 

7. School records 
School recorrls your's or your natural 

rarents. Write to Bo<~rd of Education, 
Records and Admissions or Principal's 
office, exact school. Note: "request 
photocopies of health records, admission 
records, <Jttenrlancf!, anrl trilnsfers." 
Surply them with nilme, age, year and 
warle. Often your certificate of birth is 
recorderl by them, birth date, rlace of birth 
pamnts' names. 

For complete register of schools 
nationwirle, write to: Superintendent of 
Documents, United Stiltes Printing Office, 
Wi!shington, D C. 20402. Ask for: 
Education Dirf!ctory, 1972-73, Public 
School Systems Item 53M, price $2.10. 
Contains 256 pages of listings, 16,960 
schools anrl mailinq addresses. 

B. Medical records 
Medical records Often, will release to 

an ilttorney. 
Hard to get, best s11bmit your request for 

certificiltion as a rolite dernanrl. Sign 
before notary and send registererl, request 
return receipt. Do not elaborate, state 
sound basic reason for request. such as 
medical need or to legitimate identity at 
birth, or for reasons of legal inheritance 

rights. 
A. Hospital, request from record division. 
B. Physicians certified st~tement. 
C. Blood banks. 
D. Public He<tlth Service, Visiting Nurse 

Association. 
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9. Voter registration 

For voter's registered address by 
election year, write to: Chief Clerk, Office of 
State Board of Election Comissioners, 
County Court House, County and State. It 
is more successful to write for a request, 
than to visit them in person. 

10. Newspapers 
Newspapers- will often grant 

permission to use files or to request specific 
clirs if you know approximate date. Large 
libraries often have back issues on 
micro- film. 

II. Insurance records 
Insurance Records·---- (Medical and 

Personal files). Obtain listings on major 
companies from phone directories. Provide 
a name, residence, year and reasons for 
request and relationship to subject of 
search. 

12.Veterans records 

Veteran's Records: 
A. Selective Service Records concern~ 

ing: 
Veterans of World War 1- write to: 

Federal Records Center, 221 St. Josephs 
Street, East Port, Georgia 

Veterans registered during and since 
World War II - write to: Selective Service 
Board of State where they were registered. 

B. National Personnel Records Center, G. 
S.A. (Military Personnel Records) from 
WWI, WWII, and after, 9700 Page 
Boulevard, St. Louis, Mo. 

C. Veterans Administration- Administra­
tive Service, Washington, D.C. 20420, or 
Veterans Administration, city or town of 
se<Jrr:h. 



D. Veterans groups, State, Local or 
National Posts: 

1. Veterans of Foreign Wars (see locai 
telephone directory) 

2. Amencan Legwn NOTE: The United 
States Government will not provide you 
with photo-copies of files on veterans 
whose service terminated less than 75 years 
ago 

However, if you can prove relationship to 
the veteran (vital records and documents) 
they will usually provide cerl<lin information 
frorn their files. You can help to locate the 
veteran's n~cords, if you provide thern with 
his full name, service number or VA 
lllHnber, branch of service, dates of service, 
rate or rank, field of action, and all other 
vrtal informatron known. 

Often, a local VFW or American Legion 
Post can help supply you with the above 
facts. 

13. Census records 

Census Records, write to: 
Personal Census Service Board Admin­

istrative Service Division, U.S. B,ureau of 
the Census, Pittsburg, K;msas. NOTE: 
request form 10-611, application for search 
of Census records. 

The Government does not underwke a 
search of these records lightly, must have 
legJI cause, so wait unul you have certCJin 
in for rnation available to you before you use 
this privilege. The application will explain 
the requirements in full and fee required. 

14. Other Federal 
records 

Other Federal Records, write to: 
The NationCJI Archives and Records 

Service, General Services AdministrJtion, 
Washington, D.C. 

NOTE Has many records which rnay 
prove a person's age, citizenship, such as 
hornesteacl application, ship passenger 
lists, seamen's protection certificate 
applicauons, pension applicatrons, personal 
ret:CJnb. 

15. Other Personal 
records 

Other Personal Record Sources: 
A. Applications for motor vehicle 

operator's permits. 
B. Applications for driver's license. 
C. Car Insurance. 
D. Ernployrmmt records. 
E. Frater~ral organizations. 

16. Marriage records 
Marriage Records: 

A. write to: Superintendent of Docu­
ments, United States Government Printing 
Offrce, Washington, D.C. Ask for: Public 
Health Service Publication #6308, fee is 
five cents. 
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· B. Consult: Bureau of Marriage License, 
Town of Search, request photocopy. 

C. Church records. 

17. Cemeteries 
Cemeteries and Funeral directors: 

Often willing to search and photo-copy 
their records, can provide personal data 
such as next of krn. You must be able to 
provide date of death and full name. 

A death certrficate most always provides 
the name of the tuner al director and 
cemetery. 

Remember, those records created 
nearest your date of birth are usually the 
most helpful. 

GENERAL ATTITUDE 

Write for any information as opposed to 
inquiring in person. 

REMEMBER: Be exact in your requests 
and state them as graciously as possible. 
Kindness helps. State your relationship to 
subject of search to all legal sources; 
submit copies ot other vital records if it will 
aid that party to fill your request; always 
have any request for legal or vital records 
notarized. 

Please express your appreciation for any 
endeavor extended towards your request. 
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A study C<liHillctcd l>y D1. ;\rthur D. 
S01osky, clir1ical assislilnt profc!,sor ill thr: 
child rliv1s1on of UClA's r:enter for health 
sciences, r:ntitiP.d, "'I he Conllovr:rsy Oven 
t hr! Sr!;ilr!d H ncord 1r1 Adopt ion: ,'\ 
Psycholoqi<:;il lrwcstiq<Jton," was fJrCSf~nt 

r!rl lwfore the Anwriccm Ar:cHit~rlly of Child 
Psyt:hliltry OctoiH!r, 1~73 

Sorosky comluctPrl his stiHiy with two 
ilS~;ociiltPs, Arn1ct 11~ f1ar<Hl, s1qwrvisor of 
fostPr llonws and <J<Ioption sPrvl<:r~s for the 
Vi!;ta Dt~l Mar Child C:111~ Service, ami 
fictilll!ll P<tllflor, rlir~!ctor of sm:i;JI work and 
ll!'i<!drcll at Vist;J [)pi M<Jr 

"We do nut v11:w rltlr projm:t ilS 
co111plr>tr~d ir1 iiiiY sense," Sorosky said. "It 
is orily in the pilot st<HJI! ilfld, ill lH~st, Ciln 
prov1dc some pwl11nin;1ry oi>scrviltions and 
irnprt!Sslons We iHP prr~s~:ntino our 
f1mlirH)S at this pui11t bt!CiiiJS<! we want to 
hiHHJ tiH! rnilllcr to thr~ iltlr~r1tion of tlw 
lnPntal lw;ilth colllllllrnity and lmpe tlw 
pithltclly will est<thlisll ow I!!JHII<Jtion ilS a 
cr:nlr!r fo• tiH! scll!rltific research uf th1s 
pi H~ I JOn H!r Hll L'' 

"Althoii\Jh the prcst!llt st;nJrlards Gf 
illlrHiyrnity wr~re developed as a safr~~u;nd 
to all of the pr~nplr! involvr!d in adoption, 
our study iiHiir:;ltc~; that for many, the 

st<nHiards have llce11 the c<JU~>c of insoluble 
pr(J!Jir~ms," lw siJirL 

/\dop!tOil aqPncir~s, the pilJWr said, 
should IH'lJIIl to corJsic!Pr the follo'Ning: 

1\ rccoqnit1nn that many birth parents 
hilV<' not resolved tlwtr fr~Piinqs about 
rrdinq111sl11nq a cl11ld for adoption, and a 
~;if)llifir:;Jfl{ JlPrC:PflfiHJP hi!Vf' il life~long, 

unftrlftiled r1ced for furtiH!r information or 
contilct with that child; 

A rr!CO~Jnttinn that odoptr:ns feel a 
!JI<'<J!Pr lack of bioloq1cal connection and 
cor1tinuity that lias bee11 previously 
;lf cep!f~d, ;md tlwse are fcr.linqs which 
c;Hmot hr! disr:ountPd as occurring only in 
m<JI;Hipts t cd or c•no t ioni1lly dis tu riled 
irH!Ividui!ls; 

1\ rr~cortnitlon th<ll <Jdoption arJencies 
ner!d 11ot rnilintain the role of protector; 
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/\ rr'Ulljllititlll tlidt till! ltrllf! hilS C()Jllf! 

to <;r•t 11p pror:cdurr.s witliir1 thPSc~ 3\JerJcic!' 
tr, nwr!l tl1•! "11cw ch<JIIr~nq~:s." fhesP 
would nrT"Pl the adtrlt adoptee as a "fuli 
clir~rtt" with the rtqllt to full trlfonniltion ilfll! 
the cooprcr<Jtion of !liP ilqency, ;.111rf; 

A rPcoqr1itioll that tiH' iHJPilCiPs hilvr~ Ci 

rcsporJsihility to sharr: with tlrf~ IP(Jislature 
thPtr own we<~lth of exJwrir:m:e, rnilkinq 
I!~C(JftJmr~nd;Jtiorls to b1ir1q ;r!Jout chilnqcs 
111 till! present statr~ adoption laws it 
IH'Prft~d. 

I herr! ;uc il mrrnber of rCilSons, Sorosky 
s;11rl, why iHl adoptr~e fr~r.ls the need fur 
fwtlwr information about his or her past. 
lhPy ill(; I• tdP medical necnssity, (JPIIPilloq 
ic;d curirJsity, il fantasy of beinq reunitPd 
With the lrfPillizPrl "qood pmPnt" of!Prl as 
tile rcstrlt of a poor rcliltirmship with tlw 
iidnptivl' piHf!ills ;1nd the Iilli' revcl;1tion 
of adoption with the res1tltinq bewilder 
lllf'n t. 

"In many cilsr~s the feelinrJ is a matt~:r o! 
fillinq in tlw qap within the adoptee's own 
idcnttly," Sorosky sard. "A link from the 
p;~st to the futwe. They often lH~Iieve if they 
h;ctve the~ knowlr~d~J" of their past, they 
wmrld feel whole. llwy woufd know 
tlwtnsPivr~s hr>ttr'i. ~, lw mystery then would 
lw ovl!r." 

I r ;Hiit ion;dly, hr!CiliJSe of ll<H\Jilins madr: 
ill tlw tinw of adoption, adopt~:cs seekinq 
rliilil ilhOIJt tiJCfllSIJIV!;S hilVP not only br.en 
tr.fttsed, !Jut h;1ve oftr~n 1Je1~n labeled as 
rwurotir:s ilfld have been advised to snek 
profes!;irmill therapy. In the Cltrrent 
movenrcnt, wlm:h starterl 20 years ago, 
;1dult iHfoptees are insisting they hav~: a 
corJstitutioiJill civil 1iqht to this information 
;Jhout thernsPives. 

Also, birth parents who !JilV'~ up their 
children for adoption have heP.n expPrienc~ 
inq thP dr~sire to see tlwir children U(]ain, to 
know how tlwy are and whilt they hilve 
lwr:orne, Sorosky s<tirl 

"Many of the letters I have wceived were 
qttitr. ernotionill in content ancl attitude," 
Sorosky said. "Some reflected deep 
wounds and a ~JrP-ilt nr.ed to express 
fpr:liii\JS. 

"MilllY of the birth parents seem to hf~ 

exist1nq ill two lr~vels: functioning well 
within nr<Hriaur~, farnily, parenting, etc., but 
h;Hhoriti\J dr.ep emotional rtnresolved 
feeiHl(JS and shilrp memories of the bearitl\J 
ilrtd relinquishin\J of il child." 

+ J·>xn·rpts from an ;nliclP by Mar}('llP Ctmnns. 
"Los Ant!Plf'<:: Timf•_c::,'' OctnhPr 2:1. l~l7:1 



\.LABA\1A 
C,:..:c· flep:1n men: of Pt:l\!Om 

.::12 Securit~ - \JnJJDbtr~HI\e Bhd. 
,,~ :..-'-):-tr~ l"nic~n Str~?e~ 

\"10ntgomer~. AL 36 L"l.(i 

'\L-\~1\A 

~q.:mment of Hcaltt: & Social Sen ice> 
u;, !>ton cf So:tal Sen ice< 
PoucL H05 
Juneau. AK 9nl i 

ARIZO'\A 
D~rc.nmen~ o: Econctrr.ic Sccurit: 
P 0. Bu:\ 6123 
P'loeni\. . .-\Z ~5005 

.\.Rb:ASSAS 
ll•:panmcnt of Social & 
Rehahilitat:\ e Sen tce> 
~ ... ,cia! Sen icc~ DiYision 
P 0. Box 14_;; 
:..ittle Ro..:k. AR -::203 

CALIFOR:\IA 
Departmern c•t Health 
:Sc<ial St:n ice:- Di\ tsiL'n 
State Office Bldg. ~ 
- ;4 P Street 
Sacramento. CA 95814 

COLORADO 
Department of Social Sen ice 
S;at.e Social Sen ice;: Bldg 
15-5 Sherman Street 
Derner. CO S020? 

\!O:STA '\A 
~kpartment of S(•CiJ l & 
Retlabilltation Service~ 
·'36 Front St. 
Helena. MT 59601 

'FBRASKA 
C'cnanment of Public \\'eh2rc 
P 0 Box 95026 
Lncc·in. :\E 68509 

.,-E\ADA 
:~\:"t"'...:T;rr):nt c•f Ht.:rr.a:: Re,o'...!rce~ 

:51 .teaneli D~ Capitol Compie-.. 
~';:-:; ;sor. Cn~. ~\' 8970 l 

'\ E\\ HA!\IPSHI RE 
DJ\ "ion of Welfare 
" Loudcm Road 
CL!DC:i)fd. \'.H. (13~01 

'\EW JERSEY 
::>" ;ston of Youth & Famih Sen ices 
? 0. Box 510 
Trenton. SJ 08625 

'1,'[\\ \tEXICO 
D::oan:ner1t of Health & Sc'.:Jal ~e:-\JCe~ 
P 0 Box 234~ 
S"-nt;, Fe. :\\1 8"50: 

-,.[\\ YORI\ 
0t'pan~er-.t of Soci~:tl Sc7·\ ;ce~ 
1 ~5(! \\-e~:e:-n A." e. 
Alban\. '\1 1:::4< 

\'ORTH CAROLI:\A 
Deoart!llen~ or Human R~~ou: .:.cs 
Di,: lSI On of Social Sen ice~ 
.Albemarie Bldg 
0 25 '\ Sa!bbun St 
Ra:elf:i' .. '\C 27611 

List A 
For informatio:-1 concerning legi,lat.ion o:; adoption for eacr. state. write to: 

(0'1,'\ECTICl'T 
De~~iftmen: of Sociai Sen :ces 
1 !U Bartl-,olome·~ A\cnue 
Hanlord. CT 06115 

DEL\. WARE 
Dinsion of Social StTYiCt>~ 
P 0. Box <(l9 
WiL·.1ington. DE ln99 

FLORIDA 
Department of Health & 
Rehabilitatiw SerYice; 
l3ll Winewood Bh d. 
Tallahassee. FL 32301 

DISTRICT OF COLL.\1BIA 
Department of Human Resources 
District Bldg. 14th & E Strs. '\.W. 
\\'ashmg:on. D.C. 20004 

GEORGIA 
Departmen: of Hurr1an Re~ource~ 
DJ\ is ton of SoCJal s~n tees 
211 H Healtt: Bldg. 
4" Trinity A\e. S W. 
Atlanta. GA 30334 

HAWAII 
Department of Social Sen·ices 
P 0. Box 339 
Honolulu. HI 96809 

IDAHO 
Department of Health & Weifare 
700 V\. State Street 
BOJ,e. 1D 83702 

\'ORTH DAKOTA 
C\oc12.l Se:\·ic:e Rcard 
Stae Car:w; 
Blq-:-,ard .. :\D 50505 

OHIO 

Depart:i1tnt uf Pcoli:' \\'cl~arc 
Statt Olfice To\1 c: 
30 E. Broad St. 
Cciumbu,_ OH ..;_<2i~ 

OKLAHO\iA 
Dep~:-tr:1e:1t r,J: In~tlt~ltiPn:­
SL1..:icl & Reilac•;L:,~t;o~ ~ei\l(.~e-. 

Box 2535~ 
Seqth'y<.:h \ie:noria] Offi(T Bldt; 
Okla.:Joma Cit~. OK -31::~ 

OREGO'\' 
Dep~nment of Humar: Resou:'"~e-.. 

!9;< C<mmcerc:<>l St S. E 
Salem. UR 9-31(1 

PE'\:SSYL \ A:\lA 
D::oartn1ent r:· Public \\-e!fare 
<:i Hccclth & \\ elfare Bldg. 
Harmburg. PA l-!2(1 

RHODE ISLA 'I,'D 
D~pa.;t men! PI- So.:ial & 
RehaGi:tta!i\t Sen1ce~ 
.-\irr;:: J Forant~ Bldt:. 
hOU 'l''' Ll'nJor: .-\\c 
Cramton. R i C:292(1 

SOl'TH CAROLI'\A 
D::~arLme;n ol Sc•cia! ~en Jce:­
'\onh Towe Cor:1t'le" 
J ~ :~ C o:1Iederate A\ e. Ext 
(c.:umh~'J SC ~9~02 

ILLI:SOIS 
Depanmer.t o; Ch:idrer: & F2m!ll 
Sen i.:-e~ 
l '\onh Old State Capitol Rd. 
Spnngfield. I L 6~'06 

1'\DIA'\A 
Dcpartmcn~ o! Puhli: \\ el:arc 
lOCI'\ Senate A\c Room -o: 
lndiar.3poli,_ I:\ 4(<:o.: 

IOWA 
Dejiartment of So,.'i;..;.: \\'elfa.:·e 
Rcb't. L12as State' OifJCe Bid,: 
12th & \\ainu: Sb. 
Des \1oines. lA. 5(1.3!9 

KA'\SAS 
Department of Socta! & 
Rehabilitauor. Sentce' 
State Office Bldg. 
Topeka. KS 666!2 

KE'\TlCK'l 
Department ui Human Re>-nu~ce, 
Burau for Soctal Sen ice, 
Bush Bldg. 403 \\ arr1r.g S:. 
Frankion. K Y 406(1 l 

LO liS IA '\ -\. 
Departmem of Healtn & 
Human Re,ource' 
P 0. Box 4406) 
Baton Rr>t:ge. LA -o~n~ 

SOt_'TH DAKOTA 
Derartmem of Soc;;;! Sen ice' 
?\e\1 Offtce Bid.[:. 
Pierre. SD 5750 l 

TE~'\ESSEE 
Department of Human Sen·ices 
State Office Bldg. 
Charlotte A \e. 

'\ashville. T'\ 372!9 

TEXAS 
Department of Public \\elf are 
John H. Rea~an State Office Bid£. 
1400 C ongres~ Ave. -
Austin. TX 78701 

l'TAH 
Department of Soclal Sen·ice~ 
10_. Capitol 
Salt Lake Cit\. CT Hll4 

YER\10ST 
l)erartment of Sc,ci2.l & 
R~inbiittatio:, Sen tee; 
J.,genc:- 01 Humar. Senic:e:-
~: R.'ICf St. 

\'IR GI:\IA 
Office:· o: H'Jrr;c.;; Re~ource~ 
P 0 Box 14-5 
R;chmond. \'.-\ 23212 

\\ ASHI:SGTO\ 

\IAI'\E 
[)epanrnen~ 0f H un1a.r: ~en 1ce:-. 
State Home 
Augusta. \1 E (! . .)3:<_i 

\IARYLA:\0 
Human kcsources Dcpanr:1er:t 
Soc:a.l Sen·ices Ad:ninist;-a:10r: 
! i Soutb Street 
Ba:t1rno:e. \1D 21202 

1\tASSACHl SETTS 
Deoanment of Pu bile \\' e:far·~ 
606 \\ ashington St. 
Bostor .. M-\ 0211! 

\1ICHIGA~ 
De pan ment of Social Sen·ices 
300 S. Capitol Avenue 
Lansing. Ml 4~926 

\11'\\ESOT A 
Department of Public \\.·e:f2re 
C~ntennia! Office Bid~ 
St. Pdul. M'\ 55155 

\liSSISSIPPI 
D~Ganmen; of Puh!Jc \\'elbre 
P 0 BG\ ..:321 Fondrer. Statio~ 
Jackson. MS 392!6 

\1ISSOLRI 
Department of Social Sen·ices 
Broad'' a,· State Office Bldg. 
.leffer;on Cit). M 0 65 l 0 i 

WEST \'lRGt:siA 
Department of Welfare 
State Office Bldg. = 3 
l XOC' \\ash inc-ton St. E 
Chark'!on. \;:,'\ 25305 

\\ISCO:\SI'\' 
D~partment of Health & ~ocial ~en JC~~ 
l \\" \\"dson St. 
l\!ddison. WI 53702 

WY0\11'\G 
Derar-tment oi~ Health & Social Scnice" 
Hathal\3\ B:df:. 
2300 Capitol A\e 
Che\ enne. \\'Y 82002 

f_;epa:-tme::t o[ Sc~cial & Heaitf: Sen Ices 
P 0 Box lib~ 
Oilmpia. \\A %504 



List E 
To identify the proper court for adoptior. proceedings: 

Venue: the county or other geographical or political division where adoption proceeding must be held . 

.-\.L.\..BA:.!A- Probate Court. 
Petitioner has choice of venue. proceedir.g ma1 be brought 
at petitioner's residence. child's residence. or agency residence. 

ALASKA- Superior Court. 
Petitioner has choice of •:enue. statewide. 

ARIZ00iA- Suoerior Court. 
Petitioner does n'ot have choice of \enue. proceeding must 
be brought at residence of petitioner. 

ARKA:\SAS- Probate Court. 
PE'titioner does not hare choice of 1·enue. proceeding must 
be brought at residence of child. 
:\OTE: Proceeding ma1· be brought in County Court in 
cases of destitute. delinquent. homeless or abandoned 
children. 

C..\..LIFOR:\1..\..- Superior Court. 
Petitioner does not ha1·e choice of •:enue. proceeding must 
be held at residence of petitioner. 

COLOR . .\..DO- Juvenile Court, if functioning otherwise. 
Countv Court. 
Petitio.ner has choice of venue. proceeding ma1· be brought 
at residence ot' petitioner. residence of child. residence of 
agency. 

CO:\:\ECTICl'T- Probate Court. 
Petitioner does not ha•;e choice of •;enue. proceeding must 
be brought at residence of pecitioner. 
:\OTE: If child is in an institution. petition i:; tiled ;n 
distnct where the mstitution is located. 

DEL..\..\L'I.RE- Orphans Court. 
Petitioner does not ha1·e choice of \·e:1ue. proceeding must 
be brought at residence of petit:oner. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA- Domestic Relations Branch 
of Court of General Sessions. only. 

FLORIDA- Circuit Court. 
Petitioner has choice of venue. proceeding may be brought 
at residence of petitioner, residence of child. residence of 
agency. 

GEORGIA- Superior Court. 
Petitioner does not have choice of venue. proceeding must 
be brought at residence of petitioner. 
NOTE: The court may. for good cause. permit the petition 
at residence of child or residence of agency. 

HAWAII- Circuit Court. 
Petitioner has choice of venue. proceeding may be brought 
at residence of petitioner or residence of child. 

IDAHO- Probate Court. 
Petitioner has no choice of venue. proceeding must be 
brought at residence of petitioner. 

ILLINOIS- Circuit Court. 
Petitioner has choice of venue. proceeding may be brought 
at residence of petitioner. residence of child or parents. or 
residence of agency or guardian. 

INDIANA- CountY Court with Probate jurisdiction. 
Petitioner has choice of \·enue. proceeding may be brought 
at residence of petitioner. or residence of child. 

IO\\'A- District Court. 
Petitioner has choice of venue. proceeding may be brought 
at residence of petitioner. residence of child. or residence 
of agency. 
KANSAS - Probate Court. 
Petitioner has choice of venue. proceeding may be brought 
at residence of petitioner or residence of child. 
NOTE: If petitioner is non-resident of state. then proceeding 
must be brought at residence of child. or the county where 
agency is located. · 

KE:\Tl'CKY- Circuit Court. 
Petitioner has no choice of ':E'nue. proceE'ding must be brought 
at residence pf peciuoner. 

LOUSL.\..:\..\..- Ju·.enile or Distnct Court. 
Petitioner has choice of •;enue. proceeding may be brought 
at residence of petitioner or residence of parents or legal 
custodian. 

~1..\..I~E - Probate Court. 
Petitio:1er has no choice or' 1·enue. oroceedi:1gs must be brought 
at residence of petitioner. · ~ ~ 
:\OTE: If non-resident of state. then proceeding to be brought 
in county of residence of child. 

~L\RYLA:\D- Circuit Court sitting in Equity. 
Petitioner has choice of 1enue. proceeding may be brought at 
residence of petitioner or residence of child. 
:-.iOTE: If petitioner is non-resident. then proceeding to be 
brought in count\· ot' residence of child. 
"Baltimore CitY- Equit1· Court." 

~1..\..SS..\..CHl'SETTS- Probate Court. 
Petitioner has no choice of venue. proceedir.g must be brought 
at residence of petitioner. 
:\OTE: If petitioner is non-resident. then proceeding to be 
brought in county of residence of child. 

~IICHIG..\..:\- Probate Court. 
Petitioner has no choice of venue. proceeding must be brought 
at residence or' petitioner. 

~II:\:\ESOTA- .Ju·.-enile Court. 
Petitioner has no choice of venue. proceeding must be brought 
at residence of petitioner. 

MISSISSIPPI - ChancerY Court. 
Petitioner has choice of venue. proceeding may be brought at 
residence of petitioner: residence of child or where child was 
born. found. deserted or abandoned; or residence of agency 
where child was surrendered. 

l\HSSOURI- Circuit Court, Juvenile Division. 
Petitioner has choice of venue. proceeding may be brought 
at residence of petitioner or residence ot child. 

MONTANA- District Court. 
Petitioner has no choice of venue. proceeding must be brought 
at residence of petitioner. 

NEBRASKA- CountY Court. 
Petitioner has no choice of venue, proceeding must be. brought 
at residence of petitioner. 

NEW JERSEY - Superior Court. Juvenile Court. Domestic 
Relations Court. Supreme Court, if parents were divorced 
in state. unless said court has awarded custody to an agency 
or consented to proceeding in another court. 
Petitioner has no choice of venue. proceeding must be brought 
at residence of adopteE' or at residence where agency has office. 

:\'£\'ADA- District Court. 
Petitioner has choice of venue. proceeding may be brought at 
residence of petitioner or any county for child. Adult adoption. 
at residence of petitioner or residence of adoptee. 
:\'E\\' .\lEXICO- Child adoption District Court: Adult 
adoption District or Probate Court. 
Petitioner has choice of venue. proceeding may be 
brought at residence of petitioner. or residence of child. 

:\E\\. HA:\!PSHIRE- Probate Court. 
Petitioner has choice of n·nue. proceeding rna\· bt> brought 
at residence of petitioner or residence of child. 

0JE\\. YORK- Family or Surrogate Court. 
Petitioner does not haYe choice of wnue. proceeding is 
brought in countY of residence of petitioner If petitioner 
i'-. non-resident of statP. then proceeding will be brou((ht 
in countY where child resides. or if child is adopted from 
an mstitut1on. the county \\·here it is located. 



\"ORTH CAROLI\".-\- Superior Court. 
Petitioner has choice of venue. proceeding may be brought 
Jt residence of petitioner. residence ot' child. or if child 
IS a public c~arge. at residence of child when it became 
a public charge. 

.'iORTH DAKOTA- District or Probate Court. 
PetitiOner has no choice of venue. proceeding must be 
brought in co:.;nty where petitioner res1des. If petitioner 
is non-resident ot' state. proceeding must be brought 
in county where child resides. 

OHIO- Probate Court. 
Petitioner has choice ot' residence. pr.Jceeding may be 
brought at residence ot' petitioner. county where child 
was born. county where child has a legal settlement, 
or county where child has become a public charge. 

OKLAHOfiiA- Countv or Children's Court. if existant. 
Petitioner has no choice of venue. proceeding must be 
brought at residence of petitioner. 

OREGON- County Court or any other court of competent 
ju,isdiction. 
Petitioner has no choice of venue, proceeding must be 
brought at residence of petitioner, or where the parents 
or legal custodian reside, or residence of child. 

PEN.'..'SYL VA.'..'IA- Orphans Court or "Philadelphia'' 
:-.Iunici pal Court. 
Petitioner has choice of venue. proceeding may be brought 
at residence ot' petitioner. residence of child. or. with 
court permission, residence of agency. 

RHODE ISLAND- Juvenile Court under 18 years: 
Probate Court over 18 vears. 
Petitioner has choice ot' venue if adoptee is over 18 years. 
Proceeding may be brought only at residence of petitioner. 

residence of the child or residence of agency, if the adoptee 
is under 18 years. 

SOl'TH CAROLil'\A- Common Place Court or court with 
concurrent jurisdiction. 
Petitioner has choice of venue. proceeding may be brought 
at residence of petitioner. residence of child or agency. 
NOTE: Whether petitioner is resident or non-resident. 

SOUTH DAKOTA- Countv Court. 
Petitioner has choice of venue, proceeding may be brought 
at residence of petitioner, residence of child or residence of 
agency. 

TENNESSEE- Chancerv or Circuit Court. 
Petitioner has choice of ,:enue 1 but the State Attornev General 
has ruled that the proceeding should ordinarily be brought at 
residence of petitioner). residence of child. or residence of 
agency . 

TEXAS - Chancerv or Circuit Court. 
Petitioner has choice of venue, proceeding may be brought 
at residence ot' petitioner. res1dence of child or residence of 
agency. 

CTAH- District Court. 
Petitioner has no choice of venue. proceeding must be brought 
at residence of petitioner. 

VER:-.IONT- Probate Court. 
Petitioner has no choice of venue. proceeding must be brought 
in own countv of residence. If petitioner is non-resident. 
proceeding is ·brought in county of residence of child or agency. 

VIRGINIA- Court of Records with Chancery Jurisdiction. 
Petitioner has no choice of venue. If petitioner resides in the 
Citv of Richmond and north of the James River. the proceeding 
is brought in the Chancery Court in the City of Richmond. If 
petitioner resides south of the James River. the proceedmg IS 

brought in Hustings Court of the City of Richmond. 

WASHINGTON- Superior Court. 
Petitioner has choice of venue. proceeding may be brought 
in county of residence of petitioner or in county of residence 
of child. 

WEST VIRGI.'HA- Circuit Court or Juvenile Court where 
Circuit Court does not sit as Juvenile Court. 
PE>ti tioner does not have choice of venue. proceeding must be 
brought in county of residence of petitioner. 

WISCONSI.'-1- County Court. 
Petitioner has no choice of venue. If adoptee is a minor. 
proceeding will be brought at residence of child. If adoptee is 
adult. proceeding will be brought at residence of adult adoptee. 

WYOMING- District Court. 
Petitioner has no choice of venue. proceeding is brought in 
county of residence of petitioner. 

PUERTO RICO- Superior Court. 
Petitioner has no choice of venue. proceeding at residence 
only. 

..~ ... ~ .. · .... ~ ............................ ~ ........................... ~ ... ~ .......................................................... .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 



List c 
llislori(' Asso('ialions and Lihraril's 

A L ;\ ll Al\1 A 
Stal1· of Alabama lkparlnll'nt 
of /\rchiu•s and llislory 
1\lontgonwry, Alabama 

1\ LAS 1\ i\ 
Alaska Ilistori,·al Lihrarv 
.hliH'au. ;\Iaska 

i\ HI ZONA 
l'n•scoll llistorical Socii'(\' 
Sharlol llall 1\lu~;l'lllll 

\\'"c.! t:urll'\', l'n·sl'oll, ;\ri;ona 

i\Hl\;\NSAS 
Arkansas Ilistorv ('onnnission 
Old Sl at!• llou•;~: 
LiU IP Hock, Arkansas 

CALIFORNIA 
California StatP Lihrarv 
Library 1<.: Courts lluilriing 
SarramPnto, California 

( 'alifornia I lislorical Socii'!,. 
:>,()~)().Jackson Sl fl'l'l . 
San l"rancis<'l>, California 

('()L(lflAIHl 
( 'olorado Stall' 1\lu;;~·ttlll 

( i\rchi\I'S SPcl ion) 
East 1·11h ;\\'l'lllll' K Shnman Sf. 
Dl'll\'1'1'. ( 'olorado 

< 'ONNE< ''I' I< 'l 1'1' 

ContHTI icul Sl all· Lihrarv 
liar! ford, ContH'I'I inll 

( 'onnPI'Iintl llislori1·al SociPI\ 
1 Eli;.alwlh SlrPPI · 
II art ford. ( 'onn1·cl icul 

I >I·: I,;\ W i\ IU<: 
I klawan· Sl alP 1\lnsPtllll 
( 1\rchivPs SPI'Iion) 
:!HiS. (:mnnor Avclllll' 
Do\'Pr. Dl'iaw an· 

I h·lawan· I list orical Socii'! v· 
!\Iarke I Sl n·cl . 
Wilmington. lklawarP 

DISTHI<''I' OF ('OL!IMHIA 
Columbia llislorical SociPI\ 
1 :\!17 NPw llampshirP A Vl'tiw· 
Was hi ngl on, I).('. 

FLOH IDA 
llni\Trsilv of Florida 
(Lihran· i\: i\rchivPs) 
ScagiP iluilding 
(:alliS\ iiiP, l"londa 

Sf. AnguslilH' llislorical Sol'iPI\' 
22 Sf. Fran .. is StrPPI · 
St. Auguslinl'. Florid<l 

(;EO R<:I A 
( :Porgia llislnrical SociPI v 
;J01 Whitahr Sln·PI · 
Savannah, (;porgia 

IIAWAII 
llawaiian l\lission ChildrPns Socif'lv 
(llistory) · 
;J5:l S. King Sln•f't 
llonolulu, llawaii 

li)Aff() 
Idaho llislorical SociPI.v 
(i 10 Parkwav llrivP · 
BoisP, Idaho 

ILLINOIS 
Illinois Sl<tll' llislorical SociPI.v 
CPniPnnial Building · 
SpringfiPid, lllinoi~; 

INDlANA 
Norllwrn lndia11a llistorical Sol'iPI\' 
112 S. Lafawlfl' Blvd. · 
South lknd, Indiana 

l11diana SlatP 1\'lusf'lllll (Hrfl'rPIH'P Sf'd. 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

lOW A 
Stall' llPpart.nwnt of llistorv and ArchivPs 
llistoril'al B11ilrling 
East 12th 10 Crand i\vf'n\IP 
J)Ps MoinPs, Iowa 

KANSAS 
Kansas Sl ail' I lis I orical Sol'if'tv 
1\lPmorial llnilding · 
Torwka. Kansas 

KEN'l'l!CKY 
1\Pntul'k\' Jlislorical Sol'iPI\' 
Old Stat;, llnllsP . 
Frankfort., 1\Pnltwky 

\lnivnsity of 1\Pnl.ul'ky (prior t.o 1~)()()) 
KPnl.twky Li f,. 1\ lttsf'tlln 
llighPP !\)ill Pi kf' 
LPxington, 1\Pnlu,.ky 

1\lAINE 
Main<' llistori('al Sol'iPiv 
·1 Kf) CongrPss St.n·d · 
Port.land. 1\'laitw 

l\lAHYLAND 
1\larvland llislorical SociPI\ 
201.\Vf'st 1\lonunwnt St.rPI't 
BaltimorP, Marvland 

MASSACI!liSETTES 
/\nwrican Anl.l·quarian SociPty 
(Lihrarv and ArchivPs) 
Park A ~Pntl!' K SalisburY Sl rPPI 
\Vorr·psff'r, !\'lassal'hllsPI.t.s 



f\IH'IIICAN 
f\liclugan ~:talt· !Jnivnsity J\lus1·um 
( Lil>rar~· 10 i\rchivPs) 
East Lansing, i\li<'higan 
[\ lwhigan llislorical f\1 w,euni 
(Library 10 ArchiH•sJ 
:Jm) N. Washington 
Lansing, Michigan 

MINNESOTA 
f\Iinnesota llistoncal Socil'ly 
(Library 10 Archivt•s) 
Cedar SlrPd & Central AvPillil' 
St. Paul, l\'linrwsota 

f\llSSISSIPI'l 
Old State Capitol 1\'luseum 
(Library & Archiws) 
Stale & East Capitol Stn•l'l 
Jackson, Mississippi 

MISSOlJIU 
State llistorical Soeiety of Missouri 
UniVl'rsity of Missouri- Library Building 
Columbia, Missouri 
Mi,souri Historical Society 
LendPfl and De Baliviere 
St. Louis, Missouri 

MONTANA 
Historical Socil'ty of Montana 
(Library ArchivPs) 
l{olwrt at 15th Avemw 
I!Pit·na, Montana 

Montana Stale llnivPrsily 
Missoula, Montana 

NEBltASKA 
Ndmtska Stall' llislorical Socil'ty 
(Library Archives) 
1 fJOO I{ StrPl'! 
Lincoln, NPbraska 

NEVADA 
NPvada Historical Society 
l{t•ita, Nt~vada 

NEW IIAMI'SJIIHE 
NPw llampshin• llisturieal Soeil'ty 
;l() Park Stred 
Concord, NPw llampshin· 
The Portsmouth AthPnaeum 
(Library ArdtiVPs) 
9 Market Squan· 
l'ortsmuu th, Nt>w llampsh tn• 

NEW JEHSEY 
N1·w .ll'rsey Historical Socidy 
2:ltJ Broadway 
Nt•wark, NPw .JersPy 

NEW f\1EXICO 
llisturical Soddy or NPW f\h,xico 
(Library Archives) 
Palact· of tltP (;ovt•rnors 
:-ianla Ft•, N1·w Mexico 

NEW YOHK 
Nt•w York State History Musl'llin 
(Library ArchivPs) 
Stall' Education lkpartnll'nl 
Albany, NPw York 

Long Island Historical Socidy 
I 2H Pit·rrPpont St rt>l'l 
Brooklyn, Nt·w York 

Anwrican .Jl'wish llistorl!'al Socil'ly 
( Archivl's) 
:lOHtJ Boradway 
NPW York, N!'W York 
NPw York Historical Socidy 
170 Ct~ntral Park Wt·st at 77th Stn•PL 
Nt•w York. NPw York 

AnH·rican Baptist llislorical Socil'!y 
I I()() S. Coodman Stn•Pt 
l{odwslt>r, NPw York 

Slatl'n Island Historical Socil'ly 
Court 10 Cl'itl.l'r Sl n·Pts 
Hichnwndtown, Stalt·n Island, Nnv York 

NOI{'J'!I CAIWLINA 
World !VIl'lhodist Building 
(Churdl !{t•st•arch) 
Lakt• .Junaluska, North Carolina 

Rockingham County llistorical SociPty 
LPaksvilh•, North Carolina 

NOICI'II DAKOTA 
Cass County Historical Socil'ly 
(Library ArdtivPs) 
North Dakota Statt• C:ollt·gp 
Fargo, North Dakota 

0111 () 
llistoncal and Philosophical Soc~t•ty 
of Ohio 
(Archives) 
I ln1vt rsit.y of ( :incmnati 
Library ~. Itooin :.!();) 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

llbtorical Socil'ly of 
tlw EvangPiical llni!Pd 
Brl'llwrn Churdt (Church Archivt.•s) 
1Hl0 Harvard Boult•vard 
Day ton, Ohio 

Shakl'r Historical Socil'ly 
Mort'land School, Lt'l' & 
Van Akt·n Boult·vard 
Shahr llt•ighL, Ohio 

0 K LA II 0 IVL\ 
Oklahoma llislorical Socil'ly 
llislori•·ctJ Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

otn:coN 
On•gon Stall' Collt•gp 
"llorm~r MusPum" 
Colisi um 
Corvallis, Orq,!on 



flrq~on I !i~loril·al So('iPt ~· 
:>.:l;, S.W. MarkPI 
Portland. ()n•gnn 

!'f<:NNSYLV 1\Nli\ 
l,utlwran !!i~torwal So('iPIY 
! ,ut !H•ran Tlwologi('al SPminan· 
(;pff\·shurg, i'Pnm\'hania 
f'•·nn'''.·il·ania Sf aft• ~TusPillll 
(Lihr;;n ,\rf'hivt".;) 
Stat•· 1\iust'Jiln Building 
!!arrio;hmg, !'t•JJns\·il'ania 

I fio;f orlf'al So('iPI \' or thP f<:vangPii('al 
K· J(f'!'ornwd ('hur('h 
{";J('hnth;Ji Lihran· 
Franklin,'\: i\ladJal ('oll!•gp 
! ,anf'a•.l n. l't•nns\'1\·ania 
l\hist'U111 ol' !\lor;n·ian !!islori('al So('id'> 
t<'hmf'h J\rf'llil·t·s) 
:J.()() lllof'k,J·:;Lsl ('t•nlnStrPt'l 
Na/.;JITih. l't•JJils\·llania 
lfisloric;Ji Sof'it•l\ or l't•nns\·lvania 
tLilnan :\rchilt",) 
1 :l()() LtH'Uo;f Sf J'i'f'f 
!'hilallt-lphla. l'•·nno;~·J1ania 
Ph il;•dt•f ph i;• ~ l1·lllfldi•,l (:on 1'1'1'\'IH'!' 
O·nft·r S.: ()Jd Sl n·pf ( :1·org•• 1\],·thodist 
('hurf'h (:\rchin".;) 
:2:\:,-:!:ll) N1'11· Sln·•·l 
l'hiladPI ph 1a. l'•·nns\·h an ia 

Hllll!ll< ISLi\N!J 
Hllflrk l;,l;l!HI ! !is I orit·al So('il'l \' 
(Lihr;ln \rchilt's) 
;,:2 !'owt•r Sl rt'l'l 
l'rol!dl'llt'l', Hhod1• Island 

S(){ 1'1'!! < ';\ H OLIN 1\ 

('harl!•slowll 1\lli';PUlll (Library 1\r('hirPs) 
I :2;, Hlillt·dg•· i\n·niH' 
Charifosl own. Soul h Carolina 

S(lliTII !Ji\1\tl'l'i\ 
Smilh Dakota Stall' l!islorical 
1\TIIsr'lllll ( J\ rl'hin•s) 
1\knlOri;ll Building Capitol J\vPnUP 
!'ir·rrl', So11th !lakota 

TEN NESSEl•: 
'I'PniH'ssr• Stat P 1\lllsPum 
(LibrarY 1\r('hivPs) 
War I\1Pmorial Building 
Capitol llolll!'l'ard 
Nashl'ill!·. TPnni'SSPP 

TEXAS 
'!'Pxas Catholi(' Historical So('iPfy In<'. 
(( 'atholi<' 1\r('hiws, Soutlnwst) 
('ongrPss K Wt•st 1 llth Sf rPPI 
Austin. TPxas 

UnivPrsity of TPxas 
T(·xas MPmorial 1\lusPUlll 
2~Hh & Trinitv Str!'PI 
Baird, Trxas · 

Baylor lfnivrrsitv ( i\r('hivrs) 
Waco, Texas · 

UTA II 
Lattrr Day Saints (LibrarY i\r('hivPs) 
TPrnpiP s(pwrP . 
Salt LakP Cit~·. IIIah 
Utah Stat P Historical So('iPt:v 
(Lihrary J\r('hivPs) 
GO:l East South 
TPrnpiP Squan• 
Salt LakP Cif\·, llf~h 

VEHMONT 
Vnmont l!i.,tori('al Sof'iPiv 
( Lihrarv i\rl'hil·t·s) 
Stat!• Lihrar\ lluilding 
MontpP!iPr, \'Prnlonf 

VII{I;!NIJ\ 
Viq(inia I!ist orical So('idv 
1:2H N. BouiPI'ard 
Hif'hmond, Virginia 

W ;\S II! N<:TON 
Staft• C;1pitol llistorit·al 1\lusPlllll ( i\r('hiVPs) 
21 I \VI's! :21 sf Stwf'f 
Olnnpia, \Vao;hingf on 
Washington Staft• llisfori('al So<"if'f\· 
( i\r('hirPs) 
:11:, N. Stadium \\'a\ 
'l'a<"oma. Wa~hinglon 

WEST VJ!t<;IN!J\ 
\Vp~;t Virginia llistori('al So!'iPf\ 
Hoom ti 10. Capitol B11ilding 
ChariPstown. \VP~t Virginia 
(MusPum f)ppartnwnt of) Ar<'hi\'t's 
;u1d !!istory 
ChariPsto~n. \VPst Virgini;1 

WISCONSIN 
StatP l!istori('al So('if'f\ or Wis('Onsin 
( 1\rf'hi1·f's) 
HHi Staff' StrPPI 
Madison. Wis<'onsin 

\VYOMIN<: 
Wvoming Staff' Must·um 
Stall' Offif'P Building 
:>.:lrdStn•f'f K· Ct·ntral Art·nuP 
('IWVPniH', \V\·oming 



.Emma May Vilardi was born in Clay County, Missouri. 
She is married to Anthony Vilardi, mother of Edward, 
grandmother of seven and daughter of Hazel, an adoptee. 

Mrs. Vilardi has over twenty-five years of back­
ground experience in genealogy, tracing missing 
persons and estates, and as a researcher. She served 
as Historian for Kearny, New Jersey and as Historical 
Site Evaluator for the U.S. Civil War Commission . 

.Emma authored "Heritage and Legacy" in 1967 and 
"Handbook for the Search" in 1974. "Handbook waf:> 
originally distributed by ALMA and was the first guide 
to adoption search. In 1972 she began her association 
with the Adoptees Liberty Movement Assoc. serving as 
search co-ordinator and assistant and eventually 
headed the l\lestern Regional Office. She resigned in 
1978. 

Emma May is a pioneer in the field of Adoptionology 
and Search. She has been instrumental in helping un­
countable numbers of searchers locate their missing 
links. Presently, she is the registrar of the 
IN'l't:RNA'l'IONAL SOUND EX H.EUN ION Rt:GI S'rRY which she 
innovated in 1976. 



INTERNATIONAL SOUNDEX REUNION REGISTRY 
P.O. Box 2312 

Carson City, Nevada 89701 

LOCATED AND MAINTAINED in Carson City, Nevada by its 
innovator Emma May Vilardi, this endeavor is the the 
largest multi-group particiaption project of its 
kind. In the spirit of unity it seeks only to serve 
and support by solidifying a mutual goal: A CEN'fEAL 
REUNION EEGISTEY. 

~HO DOES IT SEEVE? Any individual person seeking a 
reunion with next-of-kin by birth, and knowledge of 
their personal heritage; and/or any private or public 
institution, organization, association, or group re­
presenting such persons. 

?EOPLE SEEKING REUNIONS are adult persons who were 
separated in the past from family members by birth 
through acts of adoption, foster care, war, orphaned, 
foundlings, as wards of state, institutionalization 
and divorce. Any registration of a search pertaining 
to a person under 18 years of age will be placed in 
a hold file until the 18th birthday. 

HOW DOES IT FUNCTION? The basic data supplied by the 
person in search is codified by use of Soundex (con­
version of the alphabet to six numerals) for the 
entry classification, file number and the single code 
line into the Soundex Ledgers. This code line is 
capable of seven points of match and enables the 
registrar to check over 1,000 entries in about five 
minutes. Three or more points of match will result in 
the individual file cards being pulled. In its 
present form it is computer ready. 

IN THE EVEN OF A EEGISTEY MATCH, the individual regis­
trant or their designated organizational representa­
tive will be notified. NO PREFERENCE IS GIVEN. The 
registration of two persons in this registry resulting 
in a match will be regarded as mutual consent for 
contact. 

FUNDING The I.S.E.R. 
Vilardi at this time. 
FOR REGISTRATION. 

is funded solely hy Emma May 
THEEE IS NO CHAEGE OF.. FEE 






